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STATE ECONOMY — BUSINESS CONFIDENCE — PILBARA 

406. Mr K.J.J. MICHEL to the Minister for State Development, Jobs and Trade: 

I refer to the surge in business confidence under the McGowan Labor government. Can the Premier outline 
to the house how this growing confidence is leading to more investment in the Pilbara and more jobs for 
Western Australians? 

Mr M. McGOWAN replied: 

I thank the member for Pilbara. It is true that there are stronger and stronger signs for the state’s economy each 
and every day and that under this government business confidence has returned to Western Australia. We are 
seeing evidence all the time. 

Several members interjected. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: I hear the opposition interrupting me, as is its wont. It must be really galling for members 
opposite. I have a copy here of the Chamber of Commerce and Industry of Western Australia magazine 
Business Pulse dated June 2018. It has this lovely photo of the Treasurer on the front. Under him is written 
“… the budget we love”! That must really hurt. I do not recall “the budget we love” under the former government! 
Under our government, the business community is recognising, as members can see, that confidence is back in 
Western Australia. What is the evidence? On Friday last week, BHP made the decision to invest $4.7 billion in the 
South Flank mine, a project that the government has been working on with BHP. It is the largest investment it is 
expecting to make in the course of the next 10 years. 

Mr I.C. Blayney interjected. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: I know the opposition hates it. But business does have confidence in us. The evidence is 
right there: business has confidence in this government. That is why it is investing. The South Flank mine will 
deliver 3 000 jobs. On top of that, Fortescue Metals Group is investing $1.7 billion in the Eliwana mine and 
creating 2 400 jobs, of which 1 900 are in construction and 500 are operational. 

Dr M.D. Nahan interjected. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: I know the Treasurer hates it, too, because he never got one of these. Former Treasurer, that 
is—never to be Treasurer again! 

Chevron’s Gorgon stage 2 expansion — 

Mr D.T. Redman interjected. 

The SPEAKER: I know you must have had a nice quiet weekend, member for Warren–Blackwood, but just have 
a quiet question time. I call you to order for the first time. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: There is $5.1 billion for Chevron’s Gorgon stage 2 expansion, one of Australia’s biggest 
resources projects, with 700 jobs during construction. On the horizon, we know that Rio Tinto has proposed 
$3 billion for the creation of its Koodaideri iron ore project. All these things are happening. These are just some 
of the major ones that are happening under this government. Of course, we all know that the National Party is the 
enemy of the resources sector and that the Liberal Party voted with it last week to attack a great Western Australian 
company in Woodside. That is what it did. 

Several members interjected. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: They can say no; the Leader of the Opposition can do those funny motions with his hands—
he is very adept at those funny motions with his hands—but the people behind him all know that the Liberal Party 
voted against Woodside investing significant amounts of money in this state and bringing Browse gas onshore, 
and that will sit on its record. We will ensure that every business in Western Australia knows about it. 
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